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New York", the most fampus person after her-
self was Paderewski, whom long ago, when he
was a struggling pianist, she had encouraged with
her clapping.
Then came the great event: the presentation of
the gramme of Radium.
The White House at "Washington was pre-
pared for the fete. The President of the United
States and all the great people of America were
there to meet Marie, but Radium itself was
absent. It was too dangerous and too precious to
sit about on tables and be handled by a president.
It stayed safely in the factory and was present
only by proxy. On a table in the east room during
the ceremony stood a Radium casket containing
tubes of imitation Radium.
At four o'clock the double doors were thrown
open and the procession entered, Marie on the
arm of President Harding.
In his address, the President reminded the
guests that Marie was not only a great scientist,
but a devoted wife and mother. She had done
the daily work of a man and all her womanly
duties in addition.
At the end of his speech, he gave her a rolled
parchment, the deed of gift, and hung the tiny
gold key of the real casket round her neck. Then,
in the blue room, Marie sat while all the guests
passed in procession before her and shook hands
with Irene and Eve, because she herself was too
tired.
So Marie possessed a gramme of Radium! By